Ballot Return
A voter may return his/her voted ballot through the United States Postal Service or
through other delivery services such as FedEx and UPS. To return a voted ballot by
mail, the voter must affix the correct amount of postage. For the 2016 General Election
ballot, the required postage is $0.68. Ballots are picked up from the post office on a
daily basis by a bipartisan team. They are transported to the Clerk and Recorder’s
Office in a secured container sealed with a tamper-evident numbered seal.
A voter may also return his/her voted ballot using one of the new 24-hour drop boxes
installed outside the Grand County Administration Building, the Granby Town Hall, the
Grand Lake Town Hall, the CSU Extension Hall, or the Grand Park Community
Recreation Center. These drop boxes are under 24-hour video surveillance once they
open until they close at 7 p.m. on Election Day, November 8, 2016.

Abbie Baker dropping her ballot off in Hot Sulphur Springs

Security footage showing a ballot being dropped off by a voter at the drop box in Hot Sulphur Springs

Ballots are picked up from the drop boxes on a daily basis by a bipartisan team. They
are transported to the Clerk and Recorder’s Office in a secured container with a tamperevident numbered seal.

Tamper-evident numbered seal used for transporting ballots

Rudy Perez (Republican), Bob McVay (Democrat), Dick Dickson (Republican, and Alicia Ninesling (Democrat) pick
up ballots from the 24-hour drop box in Hot Sulphur Springs

A log is kept for each drop box as well as for the container used to transport the ballots
from the drop box to the courthouse. Both of these logs are kept in the logbook. These
logs are kept for 25 months after the election.

Color coded logbooks for each drop box

C
Log for the Grand Lake drop box

The log for the drop box shows which tamper-evident seal was placed on the drop box
after it is closed and when the seal was placed on it, when the seal was removed and
by whom, and who received the ballots once they were returned to the courthouse. The
log also indicates how many ballots were picked up.

Log for the sealed container used to pick up ballots from the Grand Lake drop box

The container used to transport the ballots from the drop box to the courthouse is
sealed with a tamper evident seal. The seal is verified by each member of the
bipartisan team when it is placed on the container and when the container is opened
and the ballots are received by the Clerk and Recorder. The times and dates are also
noted for each entry.
Ballot Receipt
Once ballots are received at the Clerk and Recorder’s Office, the ballots are counted,
time-stamped, initialed by an election judge, and put into batches.

Ballot date-stamped for the day it was received

Batch of ballots

Each ballot envelope is checked to ensure that it is signed. Any unsigned envelopes
are separated into a different batch so that letters may be generated and sent to the
corresponding voters. A log is kept for all unsigned ballots.

Unsigned ballot

A voter who receives this letter must complete and return the Missing Signature Affidavit
Form and return a copy of an approved form of identification. If the voter does this by
the deadline, the ballot will be accepted and moved on to the next process. If the voter
does not do this by the deadline, the ballot will be rejected and not counted.

The barcode on each voter’s envelope label is then scanned into Colorado’s state voter
registration system (SCORE) so that a voter will be able to verify that his/her ballot has
been received at www.govotecolorado.com.

Ballot being binged into SCORE

www.govotecolorado.com shows your ballot status

A ballot processing log sheet is created for each batch of ballots. This log tracks each
ballot through the multiple steps of processing a ballot.

Ballot processing log showing how many ballots were received

All received batches are kept in storage containers that are locked, sealed and logged
in a locked and logged room under 24-hour surveillance. The storage containers are
covered with water proof covers and are kept a minimum of 4 inches off the floor in case
of flooding.

Batches of received ballots ready to be processed

Ballot storage container with a waterproof cover

The Clerk and Recorder’s Office has numerous security features. It is card-keyed and it
is under 24-hour video surveillance.

Security cameras

In addition, all citizen election judges and staff wear an election judge badge and
lanyard identifying them as election judges. All election judges have completed a
background check and undergone training as required by statute and rule.

Judges Nancy Abbott, Randy Sue Fosha, Dick Dickson, and BJ Courville wearing their election judge badges

