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Board Meeting Minutes

February 9, 2026

Meeting called to order at 6:31 PM

Roll Call 
Present: Middle Park Fair & Rodeo Board Members David Buckley, Jordan Meeks, Dalene Harthun, David Valance, Creyten Shearer (via zoom), Bonnie Wheatley, Jace Provance and Taylor Flanigan. Absent—Andy Murphy and Koby Miller

Also in attendance: Rheann Pesch, Sidney Pryor, Amber Holleman, Lacey Paeglow (via zoom), Taura Purdue (via zoom), Tish Linke, Cole Sammons, Teagan Bruchez, Lauren Pearce, Suzanne Briggs, Cole Garner, Moose, Tim Rhent, Scot Wheatley.

Approval of minutes from the MPFR Board Meeting on Jan 12, 2026 – Jace Provance motioned to approve minutes from the January 12, 2026 MPFR Board Meeting. Jordan Meeks seconded the motion. Motion to approve the January 12, 2026 minutes passed unanimously.

Public Comment – none.

President’s Report – David Buckley reported on a successful meeting with the Grand County Commissioners, who are excited for the 2026 MPFR and will once again serve as the Grand Champion sponsor, which is a $20,000 commitment. David thanked the Royalty for attending the Commissioners meeting. David announced plans to meet with the Summit County Commissioners on February 24, emphasizing the importance of confirming Lori Davis's (the 4H coordinator) attendance for the Summit County meeting.
Discussion was had regarding the number of honorees for Citizen of the Year and Pioneer of the Year. A motion was made by Jordan Meeks to nominate Bill and Wendy Thompson, Kim (McLelland) Trygg, and Bill and Irene Wheatley for Pioneer of the Year, and to nominate Dennis and Francine Carpenter and Mountain Parks Electric for Citizen of the Year. David Valance seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. The deadline for honoree bios for the Fair Book is April 1, and Rheann Pesch will follow up with Larry Banman to begin work on those.

On March 28 David Buckley will attend a meeting with Town of Kremmling. 

Treasurer’s Report – Jordan Meeks presented the report. All account balances are as of February 9, 2026
Operating Account Balance - $41,635.19
Key financials included deposits of $3,170.50 from sponsors and ads, as well as a reimbursement from 307 in the amount of $800 and $240.25 refund for unused alcohol. Expenses were $213.44 for dues and subscriptions and $78 for postage. David Buckley recognized that the current MPFR Board has almost doubled the operating account budget since taking over a year ago. This Board takes spending these funds seriously and is committed to maintaining fiscal responsibility to the community, and most importantly to the kids in this community. 

Several operating account expenses were presented, including $78 for stamps, $123.50 for postage for mailing sponsorship packets, and a $78 service fee for the post office. The Board discussed and approved a $200 barrel wrap sponsorship for the High Country Stampede Rodeo to bring total expenses of $479.50 to approve. Jace Provance motioned to approve $479.50 in operating account expenses. Taylor Flanagan seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.
Livestock Account Balance - $24,688.69. A voided check in the amount of $114.01 brought the account balance up from last month. 

Scholarship Account Balance – $6,360.09
The scholarship account balance of $5,716.50 on January 12, 2026, increased thanks to the Royalty Christmas Tree fundraiser, which raised $643, plus .52 in interest credited to the account. 

Taylor Flanagan motioned to approve hiring ML Photography for $2,425 to cover eight days of shows and event photography at the Fair. David Valance seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. The Board decided to wait on the sale photographer decision pending more quotes. 

Fair Coordinator Update: Rheann Pesch reported decent progress on sponsorships, with 10 secured, two from 3Rs Club and two from Notch Above Club. Rheann noted that a contest is underway among 4H clubs to recruit sponsors, with the winner receiving a prize. A MPFR volunteer recognition dinner is scheduled for February 27. All Fair Board members, superintendents, and leaders are invited to attend. David Buckley acknowledged all of Rheann’s remarkable work and dedication to the fair in her capacity, noting that this is her last meeting since she is leaving for a new job opportunity. 

CSU Extension Agent Update: Sydney Pryor reported that 4H enrollment finished last Friday with 108 members and 19 cloverbuds enrolled for the year. A comparison will from last year to this year will be provided to the Board. The 4H scholarship will be sent out February 10 and is due March 16. Key upcoming dates include the beef weigh-in on February 13 and new member orientation on February 25. The scale certification is set for renewal in June. Sydney also confirmed that the swine and lamb tag-in will be only one day in May, but members may come before the weigh-in date if they have a conflict.

Fairgrounds Update: David Buckley reported that the arena will open early this year due to unseasonably warm weather. Arena information is posted on social media. Bathrooms under the grandstands will remain closed but porta-potties are available. The Board is partnering with the CSU Extention Office to apply for grants in March that will go toward improving rodeo facilities, prioritizing new bucking chutes, holding pens, and alleys for the rodeo this year, and considering a pavilion cover for the beef arena show ring in the future.

Committee Reports / Superintendent Reports
Exhibit Hall Superintendent: Amber Holleman has five judges locked in and waiting on signed contracts. Amber requested $500 for prize money payouts, which the Board decided to discuss in further detail next month. Last year the MPFR paid for judges’ lunches but not as much in cash. Amber noted that the exhibit hall drop-off time on Tuesday should be extended to 8:00 PM. Amber mentioned that Murdochs might be interested in sponsoring a prize. 

Pie and Cookie Contest Superintendent: Suzanne Briggs introduced herself as the superintendent for MPFR pie and cookie contests and requested $50 for each for prize money. The contest will be moved on the MPFR schedule to Tuesday night to align with the fair kick-off event, which is a favorite of the Grand County Commissioners. The motion was made by David Valance to approve $100 for prize money dispersement for the pie and cookie contests. Bonnie Wheatley seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

Horseshoe Superintendent: Tim Rhent was introduced as the new horseshoe superintendent, he has volunteered to take over for Jay and Cheryl Howard. Jordan Meeks motioned to approve moving the horseshoe contest to Saturday, August 8, with sign-up at 11:00 AM and the contest starting at noon. Taylor Flanigan seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. Tim also offered to help distribute event posters across the region. 

Sale Committee Superintendent: David Buckley reported mixed feedback regarding the location of the livestock sale, which was moved back inside the sale arena last year but was previously held outside. Concerns were raised about crowding inside and vulnerability to weather outside. The Sale Committee will meet on March 9 to decide and return with a recommendation for the Board. The Sale Committee is looking into hiring a new photographer, as well as working on the buyers dinner, trucking and gift bags.

Poulty/Rabbit Superintendent: Taura Purdue requested to move the Poultry and Rabbit in-place time from 9 AM to 2 PM on Thursday so not to conflict with the steer show. The Board agreed with this scheduling adjustment. 

Royalty: The Royalty team reported on decorating cookies and their excitement for upcoming events, including potentially the Summit County Commissioners meeting on February 29. 

Guest Cole Garner: Cole Garner proposed bringing the Buffalo Soldiers of the American West to the fair for the purpose of an historical and instructive demonstration. They typically do a 45 minute demonstration and standard compensation for appearing is $3,000. Cole highlighted the group’s historical connection to Grand County and their relevance to the America 250 and Colorado 150 celebrations. Cole was asked to follow up with the group to determine their availability and cost structure, with the preferred date being Tuesday for the fair kickoff and staging for the parade by 4:00 PM.

Old Business
Sponsorship Packets: Packets went out January 1 and sponsorship commitments are coming back already. 

Kids Entertainment/Church Services: Moose, the pastor at Valley Life Church, inquired about providing smaller bounce houses for kids entertainment. Moose confirmed their church and possibly others like Calvary in Hot Sulfur are interested in participating August 6-9. Their involvement will allow the MPFR to divert funds previously allocated for bounce houses toward a big concert event. This year, MPFR is planning a community service on the opening Sunday, August 2, with another service featuring a cowboy preacher on the following Sunday. Moose plans to coordinate with other churches for this countywide event, which will include bounce houses, snow cones, face painting and possibly cornhole.

Live Entertainment Funding and Planning: The Board needs to work quickly to secure live entertainment, potentially utilizing funds previously allocated to bouncy houses (around $20,000) that can now be diverted with the church's help. Rheann Pesch suggested a possible budget split of $10,000 for the stage rental and $10,000 for the band to hold a good concert on one Saturday evening. Attracting larger sponsorships from major companies with a well known act such as Shelby Stone was discussed. 

New Business
Kentucky Derby: A planning meeting for the Kentucky Derby event on May 2 is scheduled for March 23 at 6:30 PM, to be held at the Extension Office.

Golf Tournament: A fundraising golf tournament at Grand Lake in early June is still uncertain because the golf course hasn’t returned calls. Jace Provance suggested Granby Ranch as an alternative. 

The next MPFR Board meeting is scheduled for March 9 at 6:30 PM at the Extension Hall, with the Sale Committee meeting beforehand at 5:30. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:49 PM.
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Tuesday, October 1
6:30 p.m. | BOCC Meeting Room (Hot Sulphur Springs)

The public is welcome! The meeting agenda includes:
o Officer Reports
e CSU Extension and 4-H Reports
e Introduction of new Board members (Taylor Flanigan, David
Valance, Jordan Meeks, Bonnie Wheatly, Andy Murphy)

e Sale and 2026 Fair discussion :\




